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By Jama Lopez, February 4, 2022

The past few weeks have truly been an adventure and learning experience as I work my way through
the information I need to know and the steps that must be taken to properly put oneself out there as a
potential board member.

I began by contacting the Arkansas State Board of Public Accountancy to start the process of CPA
license reciprocity. I am licensed in Texas, and have been for 31 years. (I feel the HSV property
owners do deserve to have an Arkansas licensed CPA representing them on the Board.) To earn my
Arkansas license, I needed additional continuing education that included Arkansas Ethics and webinar
or in-person classes. I next had to contact the University of Utah and request my transcripts be sent
directly to ASBPA. ASBPA also needed to see my test scores from the CPA exam (back in 1989 and
1990) and proof of my hours of service in public accounting for Now, I’m down to having my
fingerprints scanned and giving permission for a background check through the Arkansas State Police
and Federal Bureau of Investigation. This has been a journey. But the best part is I have a person at
ASBPA who’s now on a first name basis and is most kind and patient with me as I tick off one item
after another. Kudos to Ms. Kathrine Stone! You are a treasure.

Next, I felt I really needed to know what the property owners’ biggest concerns are regarding the
Village and governance of same. Ms. Dowden helped me set up a group on Nextdoor for interested
property owners to get to know me, ask me questions, and provide insights and opinions. I now
consider the members of this group “Jama Wegeng Lopez, 2022 Board Candidate” to be my focus
group. It appears I have members from all parts of the Village and various backgrounds. What a wealth
of information. (I would love to have you join our group on Nextdoor.)

Based on my recent query of this group, the leading answers to “What do you feel is the single biggest
challenge facing our BOD at this time?”

Build Trust
Communication
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Transparency
Control Costs

Many did mention the current board has made great strides in achieving the first three items above and
are hopeful any new board members will keep the momentum going. In my opinion, the fourth item will
be handled well by our new General Manager, Kelly Hale. He’s really hit the ground running.

My next challenge is the Hot Springs Village Voice Candidate forum, scheduled for Tuesday, February
15 at 3:00 pm. We will have twelve questions, none of which are given to us in advance. We each will
be asked to answer two questions, drawn blindly. After the forum, all candidates will write a response
to all twelve questions for publication in the Voice. (This forum will be live streamed on the Village
Voice Facebook Page and uploaded later in case you miss the live stream.) Click here to visit the
Voice Facebook Page.

I welcome your questions, comments, or concerns. I can be contacted by email at:
cpatogo13@gmail.com.

? ? ? ? ?

Thank you for reading. If you like, please comment below; we love to hear your opinion.  Thank you 
for keeping the comments polite and on topic.  Please use your real name.  If you are an HSV 
Property Owner, please join us in our private Facebook Group.  Click here to join the group.  If
you would like to submit an article for publication, please contact us through this website. Be sure to
bookmark this website.
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